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1939, their Parliamentary group, speaking
for the Party, declared that the Com-
munists would be found in the front rank
of the fight against Hitlerism. 'That was
before the new order from Moscow reached
them. The next day they discovered that
this was an " imperialist war "; they had
not known it before. Thorez and some of
their most prominent leaders bolted; others,
mainly small fry, were arrested.
The repercussion was tremendous. Just
as, a few months before, it had been a fashion
that every snob salon must have its com-
munist to be " chic 533 the most violent anti-
bolshevism was now let loose. Vindictive,
vulgar reaction appeared justified. Stalin's
treachery played into the hands of the most
dangerous traitors.
Soon the anti-Communist campaign de-
generated into a wave of repression directed
against the workers as a whole. It was an
orgy of class-hatred, blindness and blunders.
Had fHumardtl been allowed to appear it
would have been no end of a job to explain
the inexplicable change in the Communist
attitude; but the paper was suppressed.
Had the Communists been forced to stand
cross-examination before public opinion
they would have been hard put to it, and